
For ten years Clicker  has been helping children of all abilities to achieve 
success, winning five BETT Awards and now used in over 40,000 schools 

worldwide. Now, its unique combination of talking word processor and Clicker grids is even better! Clicker 5 
is firmly based on the tried and tested Clicker interface that you are familiar with, but many aspects are even 
easier to use. 

For the latest version of its award- winning grid-based     
program for literacy, Clicker, Crick Software has started 
from scratch, tearing up the old code and employing a team, 
including programmers, curriculum advisers, technical    
writers and a full-time illustrator, to come up with something 
that is different yet reassuringly familiar. Version 5 still  
supports writing (and reading) through a simple yet         
sophisticated medium, that gives pupils words and the tools 
to turn them into text. 

A typical on-screen grid (to hold letters and words) looks 
much the same, just a bit more grown-up, with illustrations 
that have more depth, and buttons that have a bit of texture 
and illuminate when you hover on them. 

The principle of clicking on a cell to send its contents to the word processor, Clicker Writer, remains, but when 
it gets there the voice that reads it out is an almost human sound - either female ‘Lucy’ or male ’Graham’ 
voices.  

Likewise you can continue creating grids by the old method - open a blank grid, hold down Shift and click in 
an empty cell, then type in text. 

However, unlike the old method, grids now automatically link themselves together. An "Edit Mode" facilitates 
the creation process through which you can access the grids folder to see what you have used and what order 
they are in, similar to the facility in PowerPoint for putting slides in order. 

Any number of templates can be used (or created) and 
dragged in to develop a sequence. Similarly, any number of 
sequences can be developed from a common starting point. 
All clever stuff, particularly when you are editing, and a 
change to a template grid will automatically bring it into ef-
fect on all grids it was used for. 

Such alterations are made easier by the use of tool palettes 
with which you can add pictures, sounds or objects such as 
forward and back buttons. Gone also is the need to hold down 
different keys while simultaneously manipulating the mouse 
to move and resize cells. Now they get "handles" which you  
pick up and move to get the size or position you want. 

Apart from changes to surface elements like sound and visuals, there are more fundamental changes in the way 
the program works. A tighter link to the internet has been created so that any resources found on the "Learning 
Grids" website can instantly be opened and used without being downloaded. 

 



Then, if you like what you have found, you can save it locally. What's more, the technology behind this will be 
available at school or authority level so that the shar-
ing capabilities of the web can be exploited at a local 
level. 

The possibilities of sharing your creations is made 
even easier by the improved search facility. When 
grids are saved there is the option to categorise them 
and to add key words to make finding them easier. 
Type in what you are looking for, a subject, a key 
stage, a topic, and Clicker will show you what it's got. 

Many people will be using Clicker in different ways 
from when it started out in a small niche market of 
providing access for users with switches who needed 
a grid of letters, words or phrases with a marker to let 
them make a selection and write. It still does that now 
and even better than before, with an on-screen key-

board that looks like a keyboard on the screen, not just a grid of letters, but it also does other things that will 
support many users better; creating talking books or completing diagrams through the use of pop-up grids; 
word grids where some cells are unusable until others have been clicked to ensure the correct sequence is 
found; automatic capitalisation or inline spell checking; and cells that take multiple lines of text. And should it 
all go wrong it even records its own errors so you don't have to try to explain what happened to the helpline, 
just send them the log. 

New features include an almost human speech engine, new 
pop-up grids enabling even easier creation of talking books 
and a new picture library. Alongside these features, Clicker 5 
uses just one file to store a whole set of Clicker grids and 
also provides direct access to free resources at 
www.LearningGrids.com. 

Clicker is ideal for early readers and writers, for supporting 
struggling writers and extending older writers. Its talking 
word processor lets you write with pictures and words and 
Clicker grids give students instant access to words, pictures 
and sounds. Text from the grid is entered into Clicker Writer 
(included) with a simple mouse click. They can hear a word spoken before they write it, too. Turn on the in-
stant pictures feature and immediately your pupil's writing is picture supported. 

If you wish you can add your own images and if you have Penfriend XP or Penfriend XL installed on your 
computer, you can have word prediction within your Clicker Grids. 

Windows PC/Macintosh Dual Format CDROM with an extra ANZ Resources CDROM  
 
Clicker 5 ANZ single user      $299.00 
Clicker 5 additional user       $69.00 per additional user 
Clicker 5 upgrade from Clicker 4       $179.00   
Clicker 5 upgrade from Clicker 4 additional licences  $37.00   
Clicker 5 ANZ home user              $139.00 
Clicker Animations         $129.00   
PCS Deluxe Metafile UK version                                $ 359.00 

Available from:     EAST WEST ONLINE, P.O. Box 53, Riddells Creek. Vic. 3429 

                                           web address: www.east-west.com.au 
                         or by phoning or faxing an order to ph 0386829945 or fax 0390178931 

http://www.learninggrids.com�
http://www.inclusive.co.uk/catalogue/acatalog/penfrend_xp.html�
http://www.inclusive.co.uk/catalogue/acatalog/penfriend_xl.html�
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